Mr. Romare Bearden
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February is Black History Month. Romare Bearden was a famous African-American artist. As a young man, Romare Bearden had a flair for drawing. He was also a gifted athlete and star pitcher for Boston University’s baseball team. He was so good he was recruited by the legendary Connie Mack, owner of the Philadelphia Athletics. Mack offered Bearden a bonus and a chance to join major leagues if the light-skinned 21-year old African-American was willing to pass for white. Bearden refused. 

[image: image2.jpg]


The year was 1932. During the period of economic hardship known as the Great Depression, conditions were especially difficult for African-Americans. Prejudice made it doubly hard for blacks to find jobs and they were even banned from certain professions – such as major-league baseball. Bearden saw no future for himself in the game and turned his attention to art.

His decision had a major effect on contemporary American art. For over half a century, Bearden did his playing with pens, paintbrushes, inks, paints, scraps of paper, and old photographs. He used these “scrap” materials in a new way to deliver powerful messages about African-American life. Gluing many scraps together in a design is called a collage. Bearden used collage to express his feelings about the conflicts, barriers, and hardships faced every day by most African-Americans.  He used many different pieces of photographs to create a photo montage.
Romare Bearden was born in 1911 in his great-grandfather’s house in a small town in North Carolina. When he was 3, his parents moved to Harlem in New York City. He loved music. He created many collages and photo montages including “Piano Lesson” and “Three Folk Musicians.” He died in 1988. 
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Review Questions:
1. What position did Romare Bearden play on Boston University’s baseball team?

2. Why could the African-American Romare Bearden, pass for white?

3. Bearden’s artwork delivered powerful messages about what kind of life?
4. Explain what is a collage?

5. Explain what is a photo montage?

6. When was Romare Bearden born?
7. Where was Romare Bearden born?

8. List two artworks that Romare Bearden created.

9. How old was Romare Bearden when he died?

